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chief of the combined armies; that he dreaded
Bliicher's influence over the Tsar and Frederick
William.

Whatever the motives, and there certainly must
have been additional ones, Blucher was informed
on the eve of the battle that, so soon as it was
over, he would be expected once more to separate
his forces from those of the main army, which
would continue to Troyes while he, Blucher, was
to carry out the original plan and follow the right
bank of the Marne past Vitry and CMlons.

The incidents of the battle of La Rothi&re itself
offer little of interest. There was an almost
simultaneous struggle for several different points
which were of strategic importance: for the village
of La Rothi&re itself, for the wood known as
La Giberie, for Chaum6snil. It was one in the
afternoon when the allies began their attack; and
the battle was brought to an end by the falling
darkness of the short February day, while the
fighting was rendered more difficult by the fact
that the ground was soft and the cannon could only
be moved with difficulty. Repeatedly flurries of
snow hid the view and at times entirely prevented
the infantry from taking aim. All this, in con-
nection with Schwarzenberg's over-cautious dis-
position of the troops, explains the relatively
insignificant results of the day.

It was a victory, for the enemy was forced to
yield the field and even to vacate Brienne, where
a final skirmish took place. Blucher, too, had